News Release
Anritsu Introduces Universal USB Power Sensors
with Best-in-Class Measurement Speed and Over-Power Protection Levels
— MA24208A/MA24218A Series Increases Throughput and Lowers Test Costs in Any
Power Measurement Application from the Lab to the Field —
Morgan Hill, CA – May 12, 2015 – Anritsu Company introduces the MA24208A/MA24218A
Universal USB Power Sensors that leverage Anritsu’s patented triple path architecture to provide
highly accurate, true RMS measurements of CW, multi-tone, and digitally modulated signals up
to 18 GHz. Featuring best-in-class measurement speeds and over-power protection levels, the
MA24208A/MA24218A have been designed to increase throughput and reduce cost-of-test in
any lab, high-volume manufacturing and field environment.
Combining a broad measurement range of -60 to +20 dBm with measurement speeds of >1,600
readings/s continuous and >11,000 readings/s buffered, the MA24208A/MA24218A bring a high
level of performance to a variety of applications. In addition, they offer the best damage
protection of up to +30 dBm CW and +34 dBm peak at < 10 µs.
The broad frequency coverage of 10 MHz to 18 GHz allows the MA24208A/MA24218A sensors
to conduct accurate modulated power measurements on signals, including WCDMA, LTE and
WLAN standards. A built-in internal and external trigger facilitates multi-slot measurement of
TDD waveforms, such as GSM, WiMAX, and TD-SCDMA.
In device under test (DUT) characterization and other applications requiring large amounts of
data, a Continuous Average Buffer feature in the MA24208A/MA24218A sensors allows users
to buffer up to 8,192 continuous average measurements before reading the results over the bus.
This saves considerable time compared to conventional methods that send measurements
individually. For the best possible accuracy when conducting measurements on modulated
signals, the USB sensors have an Enhanced Modulation feature. The sensors also have a
triggering hysteresis capability that minimizes the risk of triggering on an unintended edge for
greater accuracy.
(more)

The MA24208A/MA24218A sensors can be used with any Windows-based PC and controlled
via PowerXpert™. For field applications, the sensors are also compatible with most of Anritsu’s
industry leading handheld instruments, including the Site Master™ cable and antenna analyzer,
Spectrum Master™ handheld spectrum analyzer, Cell Master™ base station analyzer, and VNA
Master™ vector network analyzer (may require Option 19).
The MA24208A/MA24218A sensors add to Anritsu’s broad power measurement portfolio. The
ML2490A series has the performance required for narrow fast rising-edge pulse power
measurements, including radar, while the ML2480B series is suited for wide-band power
measurements on signals, such as W-CDMA, WLAN, and LTE. The ML2430A power meters
are designed for CW applications, offering a combination of accuracy, speed and flexibility in a
low-cost package, and can be battery operated. With seven different families of power sensors
(including USB sensors), Anritsu provides engineers with the right solution for precision power
measurement, whatever the application.
About Anritsu
Anritsu Company is the United States subsidiary of Anritsu Corporation, a global provider of innovative
communications test and measurement solutions for more than 110 years. Anritsu provides solutions for
existing and next-generation wired and wireless communication systems and operators. Anritsu products
include wireless, optical, microwave/RF, and digital instruments as well as operations support systems for
R&D, manufacturing, installation, and maintenance. Anritsu also provides precision microwave/RF
components, optical devices, and high-speed electrical devices for communication products and systems.
With offices throughout the world, Anritsu sells in over 90 countries with approximately 4,000
employees.
To learn more visit www.anritsu.com.
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